The Physics Café is a premium school in Singapore
that specializes in Physics and Mathematics
education for Secondary and Junior College
students, boosting a yearly cohort of 1,000 students.
Mr Dave Sim founded The Physics Cafe after
teaching in Raffles Junior College for 6 years to
promote better learning using his unique teaching
methodology. He places emphasis on helping
students understand and visualize concepts in
Physics and Mathematics so that they can
confidently apply what they have learnt.
Tutors are recruited based on their teaching track
record and personally trained by Mr Dave Sim. The
stellar academic results produced by the students
prove that this is a winning formula.
80% of the students consistently scored “A” in their
GCE A-level and International Baccalaureate®
examination. The Physics Café remains highly sought
after by students from reputable schools.
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Culture
At PMC, we have a huge community of
students who are self-motivated and
independent. Most voluntarily seek
tuition classes from their parents as
they want to make their learning
efficient under tutor of their choice.

Tutors
The selection of the tutors is so
stringent that an average of 1 out of
30 tutors interviewed makes the
mark. Despite expanding physically
into 3 centres, we maintain the core
academic team and the tutors are
chauffeured between the centres for
their lessons.

Facilities
Our centres are conveniently
located next to MRT stations
(Beauty World, Novena and Paya
Lebar). We have our own lecture
theatre, in-house cafe, exclusive
study rooms, digital library,
scholarship programmes and even
our own shuttle bus.
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Results
Many may feel that our remarkable
%A (double national average) is due
to huge enrolment of students who
are already “smart”. But it’s mainly
the positive and hardworking
culture in PMC that achieves this
result.

Reputation
From the thousands of reviews,
students are coming to PMC to have
an edge over their peers. They want
to have access to top-notch
materials and precise lesson delivery
and we are the reputable centre that
provide these.

Read more about our PMC culture:
www.pmc.sg/why-most-tuition-centres-culture-killsyour-childs-learning/
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Stellar teaching methods help students to
achieve better grades
By Michelle Chin, The Straits Times

Expect nothing less than focused and effective lessons when you attend the
highly sought-after secondary and JC physics and mathematics lessons at
The Physics Cafe.
Founder Dave Sim, 37, taught physics at one of Singapore’s top junior
colleges for six years before setting up the learning centre in 2010. Mr Sim is
now so sought after that the physics classes he teaches have a total
enrolment of about 500 students spread out across eight classes this year.
The learning centre specializes in Physics and Mathematics in the newly
expanded premise next to Toa Payoh MRT. It has its own café, library and
even shuttle buses to ferry students home.
Offering high-quality lessons consistently over the years has earned Mr Sim
great popularity and countless positive reviews. The Physics Café website
and Facebook page have a total of more than 500 testimonials from
students and ex-students who benefited from his guidance. Those on the
webpage are categorised by schools the students come from.
Miss Pang Shi Hui, 18, who will be taking her A-level examinations this year
said: “I remember being blown away after my first lesson at The Physics Cafe.
Mr Sim answered every possible lingering question we might have. From then
on, I started gaining confidence and interest in the subject.”
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IGNITING STUDENTS’ LOVE FOR PHYSICS
She recalled the anxiety of needing to improve her grades after scoring
around 35 out of 100 marks for her physics test papers six months before her
GCE A-level examinations. Two years ago, undergraduate Kelly Chong, 20,
went from failing the subject to scoring an A for her GCE A levels in 2014.
She was then a second-year junior college student struggling in physics until
a schoolmate recommended The Physics Cafe’s June holiday crash course.
Miss Chong continued attending the lessons after the crash course ended.
Six months later, she went from failing the subject to scoring an A for her
GCE A levels in 2014.
Now pursuing National University of Singapore’s double degree programme
in accountancy and communications, she credits The Physics Cafe’s teaching
methodologies that honed her ability to grasp physics concepts better and
tackle questions with greater confidence.
Miss Chong said: “Mr Sim’s lessons saved me a lot of time as I could
understand the subject more quickly compared to self-study without tuition.
His notes and mindmaps were well-designed and aided my understanding of
principles.
“Frequent timed practices that mimicked examination conditions trained me
to work swiftly and accurately when answering questions. I discovered my
weaknesses and learnt better when Mr Sim explained the solutions.”
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ON TOP OF THE GAME
Mr Sim said that he has come across parents questioning
why students attend tuition even if they are doing well academically.
He explained that this current trend may differ from that in the past when
most students who attend tuition are struggling in the subject. These days,
students who may not be academically weak attend tuition classes not to
pass examinations, but to save time as learning can be more effective under
the guidance of a good tutor.
Mr Sim said: “Students attending tuition lessons in today’s context have a
certain attitude in life that brings them to where they are today. They
constantly seek to better themselves and this is the attitude that motivates
them to attend tuition classes. Tuition will not replace school lessons, but
ensures every minute spent on learning is effective and targeted compared
to self-study.
“Tuition is not for students to pass examinations, but to get excellent grades
in a more effective way. Without tuition, they may achieve an A too on their
own, but perhaps with more effort and time.”
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Ex-RJC teacher now owns tuition centre
with its own scholarship programme
On The Golden Girls, there’s a scene where a teacher speaks
fondly about her favourite student: “He gets this look in his
eyes when he’s listening. You don’t see that very often. I think
that look is the whole reason that teachers teach.”
Dave Sim is familiar with that look.
Having taught physics at RJC (now known as RI) for six years,
he knows how life defining a career in education can be. For
every teacher committed in their craft, nothing beats the
triumph of knowing they’ve made an impact on a student’s life.
Dave is a legendary figure in his students’ eyes. Thanks to his
engaging and concise techniques on the perplexing subject,
many of his students evolve from being a mediocre Physics
student to an exceptional one.
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AN EDUCATION EMPORIUM
Dave is also unlike any other teacher.
For one thing, he wears a mic headphone while teaching. For
another, he runs The Physics Cafe, a massive tuition centre
where he serves as the director and head of academic.
Not only is his education centre half the size of a football field,
but it also has its own cafe, digital library, scholarship
programme, and shuttle bus service. The Physics Cafe is
dubbed as a premium school — one look at the tutors’ tailormade uniforms reflect that.
When Dave launched The Physics Cafe, he started small by
enrolling only JC students. A big group of these students came
from well-known schools like Hwa Chong Junior College and
Anglo Chinese Junior College. At that time, there were about
200 of them.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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Three years later, he decided to take the plunge by offering
physics and maths tuition to both JC and secondary school
students.
Dave shares he was mulling over opening the classes earlier,
but he chose not to in the end. He had high standards and was
determined to stand by it. Plus, he didn’t think the early launch
would justify the amount of work he had put in.
The amount of work for the launch was colossal.
Dave and his team spent not a week, not a month, but a year to
put together their lesson materials. Fortunately, their Herculean
task paid off. Right now, The Physics Cafe has close to a
thousand students.
Judging by the statistics alone, it’s clear having tuition as a kid
is a norm in today’s world; yet for Dave’s schooling years, it
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was the exact opposite.

Since he couldn’t afford tuition, Dave consistently kept his nose
to the grindstone. He reminisces his life as a student and how
he’d used to spend hours solving just one question.
Nevertheless, Dave’s school life wasn’t too shabby; with
determination and hard work, he managed to sail through his
exams.
“Now I’m happy to help my students to save [the] time, leaving
[them] more time for other things.”
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MAKING TUTORING EASIER FOR HIS STUDENTS
Expanding the tuition centre was also a natural decision. The
number of students were growing and the space couldn’t
accommodate their needs. Currently, the school is nestled in
Toa Payoh.
On top of that, The Physics Cafe is also taking a beat from
MOOCs by offering video lessons for students who are unable
to afford the tuition fees.
With this approach, students pay half the usual fee to attend
the same lesson, with the same tutor, and the same materials in
the comfort of The Physics Cafe’s very own digital library.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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DIFFERENT EXPECTATIONS
Dave also shares several insights about today’s tuition market.
“We have to accept that the trend today is very different.
Students who go for tuition are not weak academically or
‘kiasu’ in nature,” he adds.
“Most students in Singapore attend tuition classes to “stretch
time”, so learning will be more effective.”
Back on 2014, The Straits Times reported that Singaporean
families have spent $1.1 billion on tuition alone ; so much that
even tutors are earning higher salaries now. Many cite
competitive edge as one of the reasons. However, judging by
what Dave has shared, it appears there’s more than it looks.
Smart learning is a trend and it’s sticking for good.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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1. Lessons are dynamic and you can watch them online like a uni
student.

We’ve all experienced the occasional “Which page is the teacher on?” moment
during schooltime. At The Physics Cafe, you’ll find that this never happens as the
lessons are engaging throughout - student participation plays a big part here.
Better yet, all of the lessons are recorded and made available online via a digital
library for students’ personal revision. Students can easily book the digital
lesson that they want to watch through the website, in preparation before major
exams. The best part about this “digital cafe” is that the lessons are open to nonstudents too. You’ll have to come down to the tuition centre’s study area to
stream the lessons, but for only half the price of a live lesson and
complimentary access to the cafe’s pantry, it’s well worth the trip.
All you have to do is book a timeslot here.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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Mr. Dave Sim and his fellow tutors maintain a close relationship with their students, beyond
the classroom. | Source: The Physics Cafe

2. To be a tutor here, you need to go through a Ninja Warrior-like
process

The Physics Cafe tutors are endearingly termed “chefs” but they may as well be
regarded as Masterchefs of Physics. For every 30 to 40 applicants interviewed,
only one is hired. And the process doesn’t just stop there - even if they’re
experienced, they’ll have to go through a year’s worth of training conducting
mock lessons before officially teaching a class. The centre’s founder Mr. Dave
Sim can attest to this rigorous process - having taught at Raffles Junior College
(now Raffles Institution) for six years, he understands the importance of being
committed to his students and making Physics as accessible as possible. A quick
look through their whopping list of testimonials - categorised by school - will
show the tutors’ impact on their students.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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Top-secret notes!

Don’t expect a spammage of notes or photocopies of Popular-bought
assessment books here either - like an actual school syllabus, the tutors spend
time putting together booklets of notes that are easier to understand than
school textbooks. They’re highly sought after by non-students too!

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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Students can indicate on the map the destination they wish to go to

4. The tuition centre is a legit cafe that provides free food AND free
travel.

The name “The Physics Cafe” isn’t a marketing gimmick. It’s really akin to a
hipster cafe - with a foosball table and a free-for-all pantry that rivals even that
of TSL’s. If it wasn’t for the fact that it’s a tuition centre, we could have featured
it in this month’s listicle of new cafes to try.
And the perks don’t just end at F&B - the cafe provides free shuttle rides to
Botanic Gardens, Jurong East, Serangoon and Paya Lebar MRT. And if you’re
one of those staying back late for revision, they’ll even book a Grabor Uber ride
to send you home - free of charge!

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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Students can indicate on the map the destination they wish to go to

The Physics Cafe - A different kind of tuition centre.
Most people brag about results, but only the students here get to brag about
results and how cool their tuition centre is. With ergonomic chairs for every
student, high-tech equipment and a space that’s half the size of a football
field, tuition here definitely feels like less of a bore.
And the results speak for themselves too with the centre’s impressive track
record: At least 80% of their students scored A in Physics and/or Maths in the ‘A’
level examinations, double that of the national average. 9 out of 10 of their
students scored a distinction in the Physics and/or Maths in the O-level exam
Check out this list of students who scored distinctions. You may even recognise
some of your seniors! Spots are high in demand so registration is online-only.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/

21

Bonus: If that still doesn’t help, sometimes the tutors will carry out live
demonstrations!

3. Lessons are not a repetition of what you’ve learnt in school.

If you’re hesitant about tuition classes, it’s probably because you’re worried
about spending an extra 2 hours of school, after school. But at The Physics Cafe,
you won’t learn the same thing twice. “Simple harmonic motion” may not sound
so simple during an 8am lecture, but when you sit in here, you’ll get it so much
quicker. Lessons - often 2 hours - consist of two concise parts: understanding
concepts, where concepts are broken down and explained, and problemsolving, where you get to apply the concept on real problems.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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Pizza during breaks? Yes, please! | Source: The Physics Cafe
Their June holiday crash courses are popular among students for being major
confidence boosters. These super comprehensive 4-hour lessons - with pizza
breaks in between! - recap only the things that you need to know before a major
exam. No longer will you have to rely on luck by spotting questions and learning
more than you actually have to.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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Why are students from IP schools still attending tuition? Is tuition
necessary for those who are already doing well?
Many parents asked the same question when they observed that 7 out of 10
students in PMC classes are from IP schools.
The public may have the perception that students who go for tuition are weak
academically or ‘kiasu’ in nature. This is ironically not true. I do notice a shift in
the parents and students’ mindset. In the past, most students tend to adopt a
‘wait and see’ approach. They seek extra help only when they are falling behind
in school. This is very different from the students who opt for tuition now. Most
students attend tuition classes to stretch time as learning will be more effective
under a good teacher. They want to achieve more in the limited time and that’s
why they want to have the option to choose their teacher.
Basically, all my students, regardless IP or non-IP are motivated. They adopt a
proactive attitude in life that brings them to where they are today. They
constantly seek to better themselves and this is the attitude that motivates
them to attend tuition classes.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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I was not fortunate enough to have any tuition when I was a student. I worked
very hard on my own, wrote my own notes, spent hours just to solve one
challenging question. Thankfully, I managed to get a distinction without tuition.
But with tuition, it would have been less time consuming and stressful for me.
What took me 6 hours to learn on my own could have been completed in an
hour under the guidance of a good tutor.

How do we choose the right tuition centre?
You will be surprised that not everyone is looking for the “best teacher”. There
are some who look for proximity from home, convenience (home based tuition),
class size, school fees affordability or good customer service. Everyone has
different priorities.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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The tuition market is not a transparent market at all. You do not go around
trying different tuition centres in Singapore. Suppose you like carrot cake, you
can go to a different carrot cake stall every week and write a blog to rank all the
carrot cake in Singapore. But you cannot do it with tuition centres! This is not a
trial and error game. If you choose a wrong tutor, it will waste your time and
may lead you to think that you are just “not good” in the subject.
If I want to choose the best carrot cake stall in Singapore. I will go to the one
with the longest queue. I will go to the one where the picky foodies will go to.
This is because I think they will not make the wrong choice.
But then when I do, I accept that I cannot complain when the queue is too long.
Just like I will not complain if the class size of a popular tuition centre is big.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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Popular tuition centre usually has big class size. Should I choose
a 1 to 1 home tuition instead?
Firstly, a teacher well-known in his industry will not go over to your house to have a private
lesson with you. Most, if not all will opt to offer help to more students at one time, without
compromising on the quality of his lessons. The students will also be happy as quality lessons
are made more cost effective as they get to share the cost with other students.
There are so many tuition centres newly set up in the past 3 to 5 years. Many hope to be
super tutors. Their class size will be small unless the tutor is exceptional and the tuition
centre is established and reputable, Of course, they can use that as bragging rights that their
class size is small and therefore can afford more attention per student. Are you thinking of
dividing the effectiveness of a lesson by the number of students in the class?
Are you thinking that if the class size is small (about 4 to 6 students), the student will have
more opportunity to ask their own questions and the lessons will be customised to them?
Assume that I have 50 students in my class and that I know “the best way” to teach. Further
assume that I know what you are going to ask, even before you ask. I think class size does not
matter. Even if it matters, it is because it gives you an indicative idea on how “amazing the
lesson is”. In fact, the more students in the class, the more engaging the lessons are.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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How do you ensure the quality of lessons?
Our tutors are trained to present knowledge in the most interesting way within
the shortest time possible. Existing students in PMC will realize that there are
video cameras at the front and back of the classroom. Weekly, my team and I
will review the video clips scrutinizing even the smallest details. I have a
stopwatch beside me to keep watch of every minute to ensure the lessons are
paced appropriate.
I will even into the extent of zooming into details such as the tone and the
expression of the tutors during the presentation, so that the lessons will be
more memorable. It is my job to ensure that the tutors will ‘WOW’ you every
single lesson.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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You started The Physics Café in 2009 after teaching in RJC for 6 years. How big
is The Physics Café now?
Last year, we had a record breaking of 1000 secondary and JC students attending our Physics
and Maths classes. This year (in 2018), we decided that we are ready to meet demands from
the West and East of Singapore. We expanded to 3 outlets, conveniently located next to
Beauty World, Novena and Paya Lebar MRT. Each of these centres are equipped with their
own lecture theatres, in-house cafe, exclusive study rooms and digital library.
Will the quality of the tutors be affected? I will not be expanding if that the quality will be
affected. The team of tutors is still largely the core team of tutors in the early Bishan,
Marymount and Toa Payoh days. They are chauffeured between the centres to give them
enough rest and yet maintaining the quality of our lessons, which is the signature of PMC.

Read more at: pmc.sg/blog/
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Group Tuition
Join our community of over 1000 students
for 2 hours every week.
From lessons to exams, let us take care of
all your academic needs.

PMC GROUP TUITION FEE POLICY
1. School Fee will be collected on a termly basis (usually 10 weeks).
2. You may whatsapp to the HQ to enquire the exact fee based on the real time
computation.
3. Please note that the fee is dynamic and will be adjusted as the seats are gradually
taken up.
4. Fees for students will be maintained at the entry level throughout the duration of
his journey with PMC. Once the student is enrolled in the school, the fee will not
change within the whole duration of Sec 1 to JC 5. All registrations must be strictly
done online through the online reservation, and the fee will be based on the date of
successful registration.

Registration and more info
on classes and fees:
https://www.pmc.sg/physics_maths_group_tuition/
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Ala-Carte Trial
Group Lesson
Are you interested to sign up for our lessons? Of course, you just want to
be very sure before signing up.
The Physics Cafe is launching its first ALA CARTE menu (Ad-hoc/Trial) for
the first time in 10 years.

1.
2.

You can sign up for one lesson to attend the same class as the regular students.
However the school fee for Physics and Maths Ala Carte (ad-hoc/trial) lesson will be
higher than the fee of the weekly regular lesson.
The Ala Carte (Ad-hoc) lessons are suitable for the following students: Students
taking H1 instead of H2, students taking IB instead of A level and most importantly
students who want to have a taste of our lesson before joining the weekly classes.

Registration and more info
on classes and fees:
https://www.pmc.sg/trial/
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1-to-1 Private Gold
Class Lesson
Customised lessons according to your
academic needs along with personalised
attention from tutors.

Register Online @ www.pmc.sg now!

Registration and more info
on classes and fees:
https://www.pmc.sg/physics_maths_private_tuition/
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Digital
Membership

If group tuition is not suitable, have your own self-study
sessions at any of our PMC outlets any time. Watch the
recorded video of the topic that you want, Watch as much
as you can and long as you want.

Registration and more info
on classes and fees:
https://www.pmc.sg/membership/
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https://www.pmc.sg/contact/

FAQ PAGE
Q. Why do we not have a sales hotline?
A: We do not offer call in phone services or walk in enquiries. All our
conversations must be recorded in the form of Whatsapp or email. You may
further enquire via SMS or Whatsapp (9100 1235) or email to
admin@pmc.sg. Generally, we believe that the results speak for itself.

Q. How do I register for class?
A: Registration is done online on our website. Visit
thephysicscafe.com/admin/register to register.

Q. Is Tuition Necessary?
No, it is not necessary. However, it will be very fortunate to
be able to choose your own tutor. Students who go for
tuition are not weak academically or ‘kiasu’ in nature. Most
students in Singapore attend tuition classes not only to
pass exams, but to stretch time as learning will be 44more
effective under a good teacher.

Q. How big is the class size?
A: As we allow our students to make ad-hoc changes every
week, we will not be able to commit to a class size.
Generally, the weekend classes are bigger than the
weekday classes.

Q. Can I attend a Trial Lesson?
A: You can sign up for one lesson to attend the same class
as the regular students. However the school fee for Physics
and Maths Ala Carte (ad-hoc/trial) lesson will be higher
than the fee of the weekly regular lesson. Students are
not allowed to sign up for Ala Carte lesson for sold out
classes. www.pmc.sg/trial/

Q. How much is the deposit/registration fee?
A: We do not collect a deposit. The student may withdraw
at the end of each term if he feels that the lessons are not
suitable for him/her.
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However, there
will be a $100 non-refundable registration
fee per subject per level. This will be applicable for
students attending workshops too.

Q. Do you cover A Math or E Math in class?
A: The Math lessons are only suitable for IP students and
students who are taking A Maths. All A and E Maths
content will be covered in the lessons but a larger
proportion of time and tests will be on the A Maths
syllabus. E Maths revision will be more intense during the
critical period before the exams.

Q. What if I missed a lesson?
A: We offer many different timeslots for the same level and
subject across all outlets within the same week. Students
are allowed to make a maximum of 3 out of 10 ad-hoc or
permanent changes or make up in a term. If you missed all
the lessons in the week, we have Physics Café Digital
lessons where you can watch a video recording of the
lesson that you have missed.

Q. Do I get a refund if I am unable to attend one of
the lessons?
A: The course fee for group tuition is shared among all
registered students based on the scheduled lessons. We
would like to thank you for understanding that the fee
remains payable regardless of attendance.
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Q. Is the payment monthly? What can I pay with?
A: It is a termly payment (usually defined as 10 weeks).
Both the student and the parent will receive an invoice
from us at the end of the term for the payment of the new
term. We currently only accept Cash, Cheque , PayNow or
Paypal (additional 2.5% paypal processing fee).

Q. Are your lessons suitable for IP students?
A: The lessons here catered for both IP and non-IP
students as the syllabus is the same. The only difference is
that the questions in IP are more challenging. The pace of
lessons in The Physics Cafe are generally accelerated and
questions are more challenging to cater to the nature and
needs of our students.

Q. Can IB students attend your lessons?
A: We will be following the A level syllabus in our classes
and therefore the questions may be more difficult than is
required by the IB students. JC Maths may not be suitable
for IB students, however IB students may join our physics
tuition classes as the difference is minimal. Be rest assured
that any differences will be addressed. Alternatively, you
may consider to arrange for an exclusive 1-to-1 Gold Class
Lesson
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Q. Are you recruiting?
A:
Tutors:
We are looking for the BEST Physics and Maths specialists
in Singapore! Email your CV with photo and relevant
teaching experience to admin@ThePhysicsCafe.com. We
will be looking forward to see you in a lesson interview
chaired by Head of Academic, Mr. Dave Sim.
Staff:
A-level graduates or poly graduates in multimedia design
are welcomed to apply for administrative positions.

Can’t find an answer to your questions here? Visit
the link below to view more FAQs:
https://www.pmc.sg/contact/
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LOCATIONS
West

Central

170 Upper Bukit
Timah Road,
#18-01
Singapore 588179

187B Thomson Road,
Goldhill Centre
Singapore 307630

1 minute walk from
Beauty World MRT

3 minutes sheltered
walk from Novena MRT

East
10 Eunos Road 8,
Singapore Post
Centre #01-207
Singapore 408600
1 minute sheltered walk
from Paya Lebar MRT
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ONLINE
Official Website:
www.pmc.sg

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/physicscafe

Instagram:
www.instagram.com/physicscafe

CONTACT
Whatsapp: 9100 1235
Email: admin@thephysicscafe.com
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You’ll never
believe
something
difficult can be
so simple.
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PHYSICS · MATH · CAFE
www.pmc.sg
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